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Abstaract: Despite a strong Ottoman heritage, Sarajevo of 1914 was an increas-
ingly Habsburg city, not only politically and administratively, but also socially, 
culturally, and economically. While the city’s Muslim population fell, Christian 
and Jewish outsiders arrived from throughout the Empire or migrated from rural 
parts of Bosnia-Herzegovina, permitting Vienna’s court-approved hierarchy and 
culture to make inroads into all aspects of everyday life, affecting the city’s archi-
tecture and patterns of economic and social life. New social and educational insti-
tutions, public rituals, and conventions arose to meet the needs of both newcomers 
and local residents, many of whom perceived political, social, and economic ad-
vantage from participating in such institutions; these new institutions filled a gap 
in a city that under Ottoman rule offered few opportunities for social interaction 
beyond the mosque and market, and they offered inclusion to all, regardless of re-
ligious confession.

-
-

-
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-

those of the late nineteenth century.1
-

bezirke (dis-
trict) of fin-de-siècle Landesregierung (Provincial Admini-

buildings, telegraph lines, riverside promenades, schools, factories, banks, streets 
-
-

re. The city even had 378 telephone subscribers.2

-
-

kotari (dis-
tricts/bezirke) and 125 Mahala (neighborhoods).3

sprung up along the edge of the 
4 Sarajlija (Saraje-

vo residents), the Catholics lived in the Latinluk/Frenkluk
-
-

-

1 Industrialization of Bosnia-Hercegovina, 1878-1918, University of Wash-
ington Press (Seattle, 1963), 17.
2 Bosnischer Bote/Bosanski Glasnik 1914: Univerzal-Hand-und Adreszbuch für Bosnien und 

 Komissionsverlag 
der Kais. Kön. Hof- und Staatsdrueckerei, (Wein, 1914), 494-503.
3 Statistics are from the 1910 census. Bosnischer Bote 1914, 481.
4 , Institut 
za istoriju (Sarajevo, 2004), 12-13.
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buildings began on the lands in the burnt-out areas of the city in the valley bottom. 

-
dings to be found in the city, most being constructed of timber or sunbaked bricks of 

5

-

essence several separate societies occupying a common public space for mingling 

social apartheid that characterized Habsburg Sarajevo in 1914, as several communi-

patterns. As a result, many Muslims retreated psychologically to their mahalas to 
-

6 It took them nearly three decades to overcome this 

of Muslim loyalty, given the initial armed resistance to the Austrian Army. Thus, for 
the first three decades of Habsburg rule, the Muslims remained relatively frozen in 

and merchants.

esnaf sokak), and each bore 
 (furriers), -

5 Uspomene jednog pionira, (Zagreb 1942), 34.
6 , 17.
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luk (coppersmiths),  (locksmiths), 
 (shoemakers),  (traditional food), and Tabaci

esnafski) mentality.7 Although the rhythms of 

-

-
ting manufactured goods from other parts of the Empire.

-

small cafés (kafana tavle -
ed baked goods on boards on their heads – somuni, simiti, , .
Albanians carried large flasks of boza

Ibrik
),

-

.
, played an impor-

tant role ensuring not only the security of the shops, but also enabling illicit roman-
-

don an Islamic Zar
-
-

the recently-arrived officials from other parts of the empire sought their pleasures 

-

7

austro-ugarske uprave, Prilozi Instituta za istoriju XI – XII/1975-1976, (Sarajevo), 332.
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the credit.
-
-

-
uld praise their merchandise, and repeatedly call the customer back to bargain.8

and graveyards.9 The Ashkenazi found that they could make money by purchasing 

urbanization.

-

10

-

-

8 Asboth, J., Bosnien un die Herzegowina, (Wien, 1888), 165.
9

Enticklung des Landeshauptstadt Sarajevo unter der Regierung S. M. des Kaisers 
und Königs Franz Josef
10 Prilozi za istoriju Bosne i Hercegovine II, Knjiga LXXiX, Akademija nauka i umjetnosti 

1987), 201-202.
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blime Porte.11

-
12

The trade of the native merchants has been ruined by the immen-
-

not seem to deter others from coming. If one fails his place is instantly 

13

Habsburg Empire.

11 Taming Balkan Nationalism: The Habsburg ‘Civilizing Mission’ in Bosnia, 
1878-1914
12 Bosnischer Bote, 506.
13 As quoted in Sugar, 46.

Bosnische Post, 26 June 1914, Nr. 143, p.7.
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-
trepreneurially-minded businessmen may be seen only days prior to the assassina-

-

-

-

the couple decided to make an impromptu late afternoon shopping excursion. 

14

Street,15

-

The historian Peter Sugar observed that

Austro-Hungarian policy practically excluded native capitalists 

-

only the Šalom brothers and Alkalay as examples of local entrepreneurs 
-

govina under Austro-Hungarian rule.16

A large number of carpetbaggers accompanied the Habsburg administration: 

-

-
-

14 Ulica Zelenih beretki.
15 .
16 Sugar, 214.
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lian administrators from the Slav parts of the empire, especially 
-

-
vilian administration and the military, important stepping-stones 

17

-

and Greater Croat nationalist philosophies.
-

communications, and being an attorney, physician, or clergyman. 
18 The 

-
sing the single largest group.19

20 Almost all 
directors of train stations, post offices, officials in state instituti-
ons and administration, doctors, judges, attorneys, pharmacists, 

-

17

Prilozi za istoriju Bosne i Hercegovine II, Knjiga LXXIX,

18 Ibid., 198.
19 Ibid., 198.
20 Bosnischer Bote 1914
near complete exclusion of Islamic names from official posts and managerial positions in 
industry is notable.

Sarajevski List, 10 February 1907, Nr. 17.
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a possible 12 pay grades available, the top three being reserved for those of higher 
-
-

ceived an additional supplement to their salaries, usually 33 per cent, and per diems 

-
ministration received from 1,700 to 8,400 Krone.21

-
-

-

the imposing Marienhof (Marijindvor), a mixed-use residential and business com-

21 Bosnischer Bote 1914, 71-79.

Bosnische Post, 26 June, 1914, Nr. 143, p.5.
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-
vie theaters often featuring live theatrical or musical performances before and af-
ter the main feature.22

Der Schuss um Mitternacht (A Shot at Midnight), and the Imperial Die Welt 
ohne Männer (A World Without Men).23 -

Sins of the Big City.24

Landesmuse-
um (Zemaljski Muzej

Real Schule, Gymnasium, and Hochschule

22 Bosnischer Bote 1914 Apollo, Imperial, and Korsokino.
23 Bosnische Post, 25 June 1914.
24 Hrvatski Dnevnik, 8 August 1914, 183.
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-
ligious schools.25

an increased demand for books, the opening of reading rooms, and the publication 
26 Cultural life flourished; by 

27 Clubs and civic societies played 
an increasingly important part of social life; in 1914 ninety-seven separate societies 
had been registered in the city, covering fields as diverse as singing, folklore, home-

Sokols.28 Notably, a 

and served as hotbeds for various forms of pro-Croat or pro-Serb South Slav natio-
nalism, usually connected to a specific political party in Serbia or Croatia.29 -

and some did so, as evidenced in photographs from the era.30

25 Bosnischer Bote 1914,  489-490.
26 Bosnischer Bote 1914, 534-535.
27 Bosnischer Bote 1914, 527.
28 Bosnischer Bote 1914, 510-522.
29 , Svjetlost (Sarajevo, 
1954), 22-24.
30

Bosanska Vila,

Habsburg Sarajevo 1914: A Social Picture
Prilozi • Contributions, 43, Sarajevo, 2014, 23-39

Sarajevski List, 10 February 1907, Nr. 17.



34

The intermingling of students of various backgrounds also led to other contro-

investigations revealed that a loosely organized mixed group of young people did 
eat, drink/get drunk and go on outings together, and that among them trainee teacher 

31

-

32 -

-
-

Iftar

33 -
-

th of August by all religions. The Austrian 
st grade of primary school, and in the 4th grade pupils lear-

34

The Habsburgs also changed traditional patterns of life by building large resi-
dential buildings along the valley bottom. They made this possible by channeling the 

35 These embankments enabled the con-

-
levard.

31

32

33 Bosnischer Bote 1914, 6-7.
34

35

 Austrian History Yearbook 33 (2002), 59.
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36 Mixed marriages also caused consternation and considerable 
political difficulties in the first decades of Habsburg rule, as civil and religious aut-

36 Knjiga Konkubinata, Arhiv Srpske pravoslavne crkve, (Stara Srpska Pravoslavna Crkva 

Bosnischer Bote 1914, P.110.
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strictures of religious communities.37

38

the Sarajevo tobacco factory manufactured 14 brands of cigarettes, including the ico-

and four Krone 54 Heller for a box of 100.39 -
-

40

-
rings in homes, in coffee houses, or in such establishments as the Muslim Kiraetha-
na
drinking coffee.41

substantial changes.

37 These included the 1891 Conversion Statute. See Donia, Robert J. Islam under the Double 
Eagle: The Muslims of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 1878-1914, East European Monographs 

38 Bosnischer Bote 1914, 110.
39

Heller.
40

Bosnischer Bote 1914, pp.106-107.
41 Donia, , 50.

Sarajevski List, 24 February 1907, Nr. 23.
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korzo
-
-

ding those at the bandstand on the south bank of the Miljacka, visiting theater and 
vaudeville troupes, motion pictures, and performances by largely mono-religious 

Habsburg administration and military.42

-

-
valry that continues to this day.43

take excursions to the 16th century 
-

-

-

-
44

-
-

red an enormous park complex that offered sulphur baths, Turkish baths, authentic 
-
-

half kilometer tree-lined grand Allee to the pools of Vrelo Bosne -

42 Donia, Robert J. Sarajevo: A Biography
43

44
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amenities included not only a post office and telegraph, but also a telephone,45

46

nd 47

fijaker (horse-
48

45 Bosnischer Bote 1914, back page advertisement.
46 Bosnischer Bote 1914, 100-101.
47 Bosnischer Bote 1914, 421.
48 Bosnischer Bote 1914, 525.
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Duchess Sophie von Hohenberg set out to visit Sarajevo on a sunny Sunday morning 
th century.

Conclusion

-
gly Habsburg city, not only politically and administratively, but also socially, cul-

continued to arrive from throughout the Empire, or to migrate to the city from ru-

-

-

-
-
-

ving offered inclusion to all, regardless of religious confessions.

-
tion began to benefit from these changes, particularly after the Austro-Hungarian 

-
-
-

se ever-evolving social and cultural activities, there began a process of socializati-

1914 Habsburg Sarajevo remained a city deeply divided along religious lines, seeds 

said that the social changes that took place under Habsburg rule in Sarajevo laid the 

the mid-1980s as to take on the characteristics of a true melting pot.
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