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Abstract: Worldviews and political ambitions of Young Bosnians were a far cry 
from later and contemporary emanations of Serbian nationalism, as evident in the-
ir Yugoslavism and staunch anti-clericalism. They should neither be praised for 
what they did nor blamed for what happened later. Their act can be understood and 
interpreted only in its own historical context, which opens new avenues for resear-
ch away from false analogies and political abuses.

-

might have a relation. Unfortunately this has not been the case in the historiography 
1 Despite the 

-
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Marking its centenary, Sarajevo outrage has been invoked not only as a trigger 
but a serious cause for the Great War. 2 The issue of responsibility looms large be-
cause the tragedy that ensued determined the course of events in Europe for almost 

easily upset the fragile peace. Therefore, I decided not to attempt to populate any fur-

 3

4 -
-

tial use of terms terror and terrorism, disregarding the transformation of their use and 

-
5

2 th anniversary see Jay Winter, ed., The
Legacy of the Great War. -

3

-

Sarajevo,
One Hundred Years

4 Violence. Six Sideways Reflections
5 -
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My modest concern here is only to rescue one aspect of the event from manipu-
-

jevo assassination is unashamedly approached from above.6 The most talked about 
recent portrayal of the major players of the period for example, that of Christopher 

-

-
-

assassins but racist and orientalist stereotypes and discourse in its descriptions like 
that of the New York Times, published on 24th of June 1903.7 Same could be said for 

-
-

stereotypical conceptions of the region that have long been disproved by scholars. 
-
-

Thought under the Habsburgs. unpublished manuscript, 2010. 
6 See Christopher Clark, The Sleepwalkers. How Europe Went to War in 1914 -
guin, 2012 is echoed in Sean McMeekin, July 1014: Countdown to War.
and previously The Russian Origins of the First World War. Cambridge, Mass, Harvard Uni-

less so by Margaret MacMillan, The War that Ended Peace: How Europe abandoned peace 
for the First World War Among recent publications is also a 
blatantly revisionist and romanticised account by Greg King and Sue Woolmans, The Assas-
sination of the Archduke

The Origins of The War 
of 1914 Vol. I-II.
the assassination and its origins. 
7

von Strandman, eds., The Coming of the First World War
19-32. here 21.
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have encountered many supporters and led to changing perceptions among an edu-

no expert in the subject, not even historians, and many easily misunderstood the au-
-

pened in Sarajevo. -
tism, defined as a poisonous mixture of self-serving history and mushy metaphys-
ics.8 -
nians as fanatical Serbian terrorists and then explains to his readers that Serbian na-
tionalism has long had strong religious overtones.9

-
dox Church recently characterized Princip and friends as “Serbian fighters for eter-

10

-

-

11

8 London Review of Books . 35 No. 23, 
5 December 2013
damn-foolish-thing.
9

10

nd 2014, on the anniversary of his death. See http://

11 Apis: The Congenial Conspirator; The Life of Colo-
The “Black 

hand” on Trial: Salonika, 1917 . The
Exoneration of the “Black Hand,” 1917-1953. 
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-

not made under duress. Unlike recent studies earlier literature made an effort to in-
vestigate their motivations and thus heavily relied on court transcripts, Gavrilo Prin-

12 These have 
-

ings, anticlericalism and revolutionary violence. According to copious research in 
-
-

-
gaged in a decade-long struggle by legal means to achieve a limited cultural autono-

12 Court transcripts exist in several languages here Sarajevski atentat – izvorne stenografske 
.,

The Sarajevo 
Trial. -

Great World Trials: The 100 Most 
Significant Courtroom Battles of All Time. Detroit, Gale Research, 1997. Gavrilo Princip re-
counts his reasons for resisting the Monarchy; the assassination itself and the general atmos-

-
tin Pappenheim, Gavrilo Princips Bekenntnisse

the August 1927 issue of Current History -

Sarajevski atentat Oko Sara-
jevskog atentata Sarajevski atentat. Sarajevo, 1924; Among 

Sarajevski
atentat Ubistvo austriskog prestolonaslednika Ferdinanda.

Mlada Bosna, Sarajevo Gavri-
lo Princip Mlada Bosna i Sarajevski atentat.

Sarajevo 1914. godine
Prosveta, 1966. 
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-

-

also clearly defied it.13

-

volunteer to Serbian troops. 14 -
-

ment backed centralism does not mean it never existed.15

16

-

-

-

13 Austrian His-
tory Yearbook
14

Sarajevski atentat u svijetlu 
bibliografskih podataka -

15 -
stion nationale serbe, Balkanologie,
16 Mlada Bosna i Sarajevski atentat. Sarajevo: Muzej grada Sarajeva, 
1964, 49
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17

-

-
18

-

 19

-
-

-
laration of congratulation to Serbia enthusiastically embraced by all Serb deputies 

-

Habsburg paraphernalia. A source of shame for the Serbian clergy and people, he 
20 -

-

17 Oko Sarajevskog atentata,
189-199. Puntigam is also remembered for performing the last rites to the royal couple and 
for being a zealous opponent of masturbation. 
18 Crna knjiga. Patnje Srba Bosne i Hercegovine za vreme svetskog rata 
1914-1918. Godine.
19 Politika, -

.

20

(Kraljevine Srba, Hrvata i Slovenaca) 1918. godine, Historijska traganja, 3, 2009, 121-136, 
225.
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eral.21

“Individually some of them strove for their people and clergy, but 
they never stood up united for the good of their people and Church al-

22

hierarchy during the Austrian role sees them as tools in hands of the occupying au-
thorities. During the struggle for ecclesiastical and educational autonomy because of 

23

baptismal sacraments.24 After ending the struggle for Church and School autonomy, 
-
-

lined into schools and education.25

anticlericalism among the most influential Serbian authors and leaders from Dositej 

in the Serbian historiography and even less present in that in other languages.26 Sto-

21

Religion und Politik in Bosnien und der Herzegowina (1878-1918)
Taming Balkan Nationalism

Press, 2007. 
22 -
piše za dobro svojega naroda i svoje crkve i ako je to potreba iziskivala kroz cijelo vrijeme 

Narodno jedinstvo, br. 12, 
p. 127.
23 Napor Bosne i 

24 Napor Bosne i Hercego-
vine, 351.
25 Ibid, 356.
26 Republika, 444-445, 1-31. 01. 
2009.
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27

Church and/or religion in general rejecting domination of any faith or nationality in 
28 Surviving members 

-
clerical until the end of their long lives. 

cry from later and contemporary emanations of Serbian nationalism, as evident in 

27

-

panserbism.
28 -

dismissed any role of the Church. 
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