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Abstract: This paper analyzes newspaper articles dealing with Sarajevo assassina-

how the narrative of this event and its main protagonist, Gavrilo Princip, were pre-
sented with a simplified, one-sided interpretation that guided the upbringing and 
education of young people. Although the attitudes toward this event may be fol-
lowed throughout the 20th century and different political regimes, this paper focus-
es primarily on the second half of the century. Although it offers only a partial pic-
ture, the paper sheds light on a time devoid of dialogue and the right to differing 
scholarly interpretations of historical events.

-
-

-
-
-

zegovina named the Republika Srpska
teaching of history, and perhaps even more the general public, continued to interpret 
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-

is only one example of history teaching as an indicator of a broad approach to history 

-
-

-
ficial position that mandated an interpretation of history that applied to all citizens 

to promote statehood and a feeling of supranational belonging. Although there are 
many examples that may illustrate this, this paper focuses on a particular case to ex-

-
ment. At the time after the World War Second, the victors claimed the moral right to 
success and believed that history belonged to them; it made no sense to grant others 

everything had to correspond to an interpretation of the conflict as a struggle be-

-
-

nist regime sought to maintain its ideological and material supremacy in the society 
by mandating interpretations of different events and valorizing different individuals. 

-
ing of the person and acts of Gavrilo Princip first appeared in early May 1945. The 
daily  published a series of articles meant as directives and guidelines 

-
ic researchers, the articles presented an interpretation of historic events that scholars 

-
-

ue to the assassination. They placed particular emphasis on linking the assassina-
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-
peror Dušan for the unveiling of the memorial plaque to the great national hero and 

-
-

ization Mlada Bosna (Young Bosnia) 1

Duke)
Stepa, the Square of the 6th

of a national hero to be admired by progressive youth. Important political figures 
of the time attended the gathering, lending it legitimacy. As Oslobodjenje report-

-
-

delegates from the provinces and the delegates of the youth of Greece and brotherly 
2 -

of the revolutionary organization Young Bosnia,
-

3

1

May 1945, 5.
2 Ibid.
3 Ibid.

Ideological use of Memorial Plaques dedicated to Gavrilo Princip in the upbringing
and education of generations of youth in Bosnia and Herzegovina
Prilozi • Contributions, 43, Sarajevo, 2014, 99-111



102

-
ceived as heroic by the youth from Croat and Muslim peoples, comrade Cvijetin 

4

-
-

Gavrilo Princip memorial plaque, removed by the hated occupier in the first days of 

have this opportunity to unveil this memorial plaque to his name at this first day of 
-
-

-
-
-

cip and his comrades from Young Bosnia, fought and struggled once again to liberate 
-

to Gavrilo Princip and other heroes. May there be eternal glory and thanks to the na-
tional hero Gavrilo Princip. 

-
-

5 If one counts the num-

-

-
6 This article in 

4 Ibid.
5 Ibid.
6 Ibid.
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narrative of the Sarajevo Assassin.
In the same issue of the 

-
na against the Austro-Hungarian conquerors. The vindictive shot fired on the bank 

-
zegovinian youth. The heroic accomplishment of Gavrilo Princip inspired hundreds 

against fascist conquerors and their servants to fight for a better future and for a hap-
-

7

-

the arduous and unequal fight against the enemy, through numerous heroic deeds of 
young patriots, the brotherhood and unity of Serbian, Croatian and Muslim youth 

brotherly love for the homeland based on the example of Gavrilo Princip and his 
comrades. His deeds taught heroism to the national heroes Slobodan Princip, Pavle 

the fighters for justice and freedom, and it flared up during the national liberation 
-

ic deeds and selfless sacrifices inscribed the brightest pages of our history. Gavri-

-
8

and other undesired events caused by the assassination.9

7

III; No. 45, Sarajevo, 9 May, 1945, 6.
8 Ibid.
9

1914 – Devedeset godina poslije“ (Sarajevo 1914 – Ninety Years Later) held on 28 June 
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and his comrades did not come true. The year 1918 did not bring to our peoples, espe-

-
-

made countless sacrifices. May Gavrilo Princip and his comrades remain eternally in 
10 -

ers, and the general public, leaving no room for dialogue, since anyone questioning 

time, Borba -

-
-

quarters. Borba -
-

Sarajevo 1914, a special edition 
of journal Prilozi 34 (2005): 13-78.
10

III; No. 45, Sarajevo, 9 May, 1945, 6
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and other articles on economics, sociology and history. Masleša also became an edi-
Capital, translated by 

-

Kultura -

11

-

ideal scholar at the time: educated, persecuted by the authorities, scientifically ver-

-

-

of the 4th

(
the National Liberation of Yugoslavia

-
Young Bosnia

12 This article, third in sequence, reaffirmed everything that had been 

11 

46, Sarajevo, 11 May 1945, 6.
12 Ibid.
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-
Oslobo-

extensive report on the celebrations reiterating previous interpretations: “Thirty one 

for freedom, Gavrilo Princip and his comrades, echoed on the River Miljacka. They 

-
-
-

-
13 -

-

Communist Party of Yugoslavia) -
-

-

14

fighters, Gavrilo Princip and his comrades, announced to the great Austro-Hungarian 

13

June 1945, 2.
14 Ibid.
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shall not be slaves. This great holiday has never before been celebrated in Sarajevo, 
by the youth of Sarajevo, in a completely free, brotherly and united homeland. The 
youth are particularly entitled to celebrate this great day because the fighters, the he-

15

-
-
-
-

-

-

-
16

-
-

-
-

17

15 Ibid.
16 Ibid.
17 Ibid.
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-

-

18 This glorified portrait of 
this event offered the prospect of a better and more just society. Anything different 

-

-

of fanatics, but a reaction to the politics of Austro-Hungary and reaction to the diffi-

-
-

cal struggle to be successful. Although they had failed to find the appropriate form 
of fighting, their sacrifice still produced a deed that is a glorious page of our politi-

-
People To Those Who 

are Leaving -
To a Comrade (female) from Volga The Homeland).

Song about Tito
19

-

18 Ibid.
19 Ibid.
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research.
The articles published in depict a pattern that imposes a strict divi-

-
-

the most important element of the ceremonies of the time sent out a clear message 

-
-

ons, and on school trips, all in this type of historic learning. The contents, publicly 

-

from this article, Gavrilo Princip, the Sarajevo assassination, the national-liberation 
-
-
-

dered from academic discourse into the domains of political rhetoric and feuilletons. 
The various current interpretations of Princip exceed the intentions of this pa-

-
-

-

, organized and directed from Ser-

20 In one current textbook the event is described 

-

20 Ivo Goldstein, Hrvatska povijest, - volume 21, Zagreb: 2008, Europapress holding, 313-
314
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secondary schools and university, had planned to assassinate the heir. Supported by 
-

ted to assassinate the heir on 28 June 1914 on the occasion of his visit to Sarajevo. 

21

This textbook also offers information on the monument devoted to the event in 

-

-

22

The Museum Mlada Bosna, 
Museum of Sarajevo 1878-1918. During the socialist pe-

23 The ideological im-

-
-

ssment of the assassination and Gavrilo Princip by Duke Georg von Hohenberg, 

21 th grade of primary school, 

22 Ibid.
23

Prilozi, Institut za istoriju, 
2005, No. 34, 61-66.
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24

-
on, or the primitivism of destroying the original monument etcetera, has not pre-

-
ding varying opinions about this event and characterizing its main protagonist diffe-

of the past. In the continual struggle for legitimacy, political elites in different ethnic 

for propagating historic interpretations that maintain the status quo or promote their 

enjoyed by citizens in a democratic society. This time-consuming process is develo-
-

an and Herzegovinian society.

24
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