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Abstaract: Today, when we are preparing in various ways to mark the Centenni-
al of the First World War, it is unavoidable to include mention of Young Bosnia. 
We must remind ourselves that, on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the Sa-
rajevo assassination, the Sarajevo-based Institute of History and the well-known 
review for social issues, Pregled, organized a “Roundtable on Young Bosnia” in 
1974. This was the first such event at which Young Bosnia and its activities and 
goals were critically analyzed in the context of that time. Eighteen papers were pre-

The proceedings of that roundtable were published in Pregled, Vol. 7-8, in 1974. 
The following is the text of my paper presented at that event forty years ago.

methodological problems, even though there are several other issues to be consid-
inter alia, many issues 

-
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cussion only confirms it. It often happens that some terms denote different phenom-

and historical nature and content of these phenomena and relations. We may simply 
take the examples of some terms that have been used several times today: revolu-

-
tions. Their social and historical meanings are totally different. Was the activity of 

multiple meanings: ethnic, political, sociological, etc. When one says that members 

-
ing and, consequently, distorting the historical reality and the complexity of circum-

-
ment. Although often used, this term is, unfortunately, not clearly conceptually ana-

-

-
-

-
-

toric sense - as brotherhood, full equality, internationalism and mutual solidarity of 
-

Another methodological issue is the problem of the historic approach to the 
past, i.e., the problem of placing the observed phenomena and developments into an 

-
-
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-
ans should never observe phenomena isolated from the context of social develop-
ments of the given time, nor should they assume the role of judge or advocate of that 

-
uinely critical approach to the past, and he, therefore, abandons his scientific histor-

-
torian distorts the past, instead of explaining it. The past should neither be defend-

-
ing it again and again. This is the essential element of the need to look into all events 

-
nia done by Masleša, that has been frequently referred to in our discussions today. 

-

-

-

-

attach to them the desires, goals and meanings that they neither had nor could have 

and relevance be determined.
-

conference has made a good contribution to the research of those circumstances and 
-
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-
-

nian secondary school and university youth that studied at different university cent-
ers of Central Europe.

The results of historic science that are already available to us give us access to such 
a relatively broad and critical approach. Here, I primarily have in mind the books 

Serbia and the Yugoslav Question 1914–1915
The Slovenian People’s Party and the Unification of Yugoslavia, and Milo-

Serbian War Aims in 1914.“
-

mention some of them.

critical polemics relating to this problem, there remains a question that requires an-

-
-

-

-
tivities and impact gain a totally clear historical relevance.

-
lations that is concisely called the agrarian question. I got the impression from some 

solve the agrarian question. This is quite a simplification. I think that both the Aus-
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-
-
-

measured resolution of the agrarian question through a gradual buy-off of serf ham-

-

-

Another question is related to the position of bourgeois parties vis-à-vis the au-

outside the Monarchy; they found legal ground for their demand in the sovereign-

-
-
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-
-
-

ed by the concept of “real politik“ and that in certain circumstances all ethno-politi-
-
-
-

sion of the Muslim-Croat Alliance Agreement, signed in 1911, stipulates that Mus-
-

burg Monarchy. This practically meant that, even in the conditions of dualism or po-
-
-

corpus separatum even in these condi-

-
riography is often inclined, perhaps due to its epic roots and certain bourgeois tradi-
tions that have not been overcome, to interpret almost all economic and social pro-

if the entire history of our peoples is nothing but a constant struggle for liberation, 
-

society, i.e. the history of the adaptation, life and involvement of entire social or eth-
-

torically conditioned and determined.
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