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Abstract: In this paper the author makes use of the few biographical facts about Ga-
vrilo Princip to elaborate on the hypothetical connection between migrants’ issues 
and political radicalization. The assassin’s life-story has been used and misused in 
socialist, nationalist and revisionist history-writing. For socialists, Princip was the 
personification of a dialectic struggle; for nationalists he was the symbol of a na-
tion. For many western revisionist historians, Princip was a naïve protagonist in a 
Balkanist-flavoured narrative about rebellious hotheads. In order to clear up these 
politically inflected stories, the author adopts a microhistorian’s perspective to ob-
serve Gavrilo Princip as a single person, in his own social context. The author su-
ggests that in shifting away from ideas and ideology and using sociological ideas 
about migration and urbanization, it may be possible to gain new insights into the 
radicalization of the Sarajevo assassin. 

Introduction

-
-

de. Today, questions on the political orientation of Princip provoke heated debates 

1

1 Politika 09/06/2013; Gavrilo Prin-
cip nije bio terorista. Blic -

Guido van Hengel, “Up in flames” - Gavrilo Princip and the City
Prilozi • Contributions, 43, Sarajevo, 2014, 89-97



90

-
-

on. This requires a short explanation. Political assassination has been topical in con-
temporary Dutch politics, since the violent outrage in the first decade of the 21st cen-

-
-

cult, although very different, social backgrounds.2

terrorist. I ascribe to the notion that freedom fighters can be terrorists at the same 
time, because the ideal (freedom) is not the opposite of the method (terror) and one 
does not rule out the other. Keeping in mind the above-mentioned assassinations 

-
Arrival City. How the largest 

Migration in History is reshaping our World (2010).3 This study offers interesting 
food for thought about the violent tensions in the outskirts of cities in both the Glo-

-

-
-

failed. Saunders claims that the favelas, plattenbau-quarters and banlieus can be - 
-

der, make the best out of their harsh lives in order to offer their children a better fu-
ture. Still, because of their vertiginous social and cultural dynamics, the Arrival Citi-

du, Glas Slobode
 12/06/2013.

2 An elaborate study on this subject matter is: Ron Eyerman, The Assassination of Theo van 
Gogh. From Social Drama to Cultural Trauma.

Murder in Amsterdam. The Death of Theo van Gogh and 
the Limits of Tolerance.
3 Doug Saunders, Arrival City. How the largest Migration in History is reshaping our World.
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in spite of but because -
-

4 Recent examples of this are the 2005 riots in the Pa-
-

surprisingly - the radicalization of the ex-villager Gavrilo Princip, as a result of the 
unsuccessful Arrival City. 

A problem each historian faces in the research concerning Gavrilo Princip is 

-

-
calization in light of migration issues and rural-urban contrasts in the early 20th cen-

Sarajevo

-
th century Saraje-

the Austrians heavily invested in infrastructure, city-development and architecture, 
and they invited Central European traders, craftsmen and officials to find their luck 

-

-

4

potential in social peripheries can be connected to the political process theory of sociologist 
Doug McAdams and others. They claim that social movements emerge in times of declining 
repression and increasing political opportunities. See: Doug McAdams, John Carthy eds., 
Comparative Perspectives on Social Movements: Political Opportunities, Mobilizing Struc-
tures and Cultural Framing. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996. 

Guido van Hengel, “Up in flames” - Gavrilo Princip and the City
Prilozi • Contributions, 43, Sarajevo, 2014, 89-97



92

-

In short, Jovo Princip could be perceived as a representative of the Arrival City. 
-

-
ants, may be called a city in the local context, but it should not be compared to to-

5

was
claimed to be originally a citizen of a distant region of Austria-Hungary. Secondly, 
the population of the city of Sarajevo doubled in a time frame of three decades. The 

in the global south. 

a self-made man, he insisted on sending his younger brothers, Gavrilo and Nikola, 

-
-

avant-la-lettre.6

-
al Gymnasium – a decision that could be motivated by anti-capitalism or the adoles-
cent longing for a life of poetry and Weltschmerz. 

-
7 The secondary schools of Sarajevo fostered ideas of 

-

5 Details taken from Robert Donia, Sarajevo. A biography -
perback edition, 2009, 64. 
6 Gavrilo Princip.

Die Attentäter. Das junge Bosnien im 
Freiheitskampf
7 Ein geschichtlicher Beitrag zur Vorgeschichte des Attentates von Sarajevo. Gavrilo Prin-
cips Bekentnisse
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makes resistance, emancipation and the ability to speak up against oppression pos-

-

-
ing paradox. Thanks to the economic and social infrastructure of the Austrian Em-
pire, Jovo could become a respected businessman and Gavrilo an elitist gymnasiast.

-

-
-

an cultural policy, but a result of it. 
While living on the margins of Sarajevo from 1908 and 1912, Gavrilo Prin-

8

-
-

-
ving in the occupied zone of Sarajevo, he had high hopes of making a career in the 

9 -

8

9  911.
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-
ble the Arrival Cities of the 21st

10 The number of one-person households 
-
-

for young romantic soul searchers such as Gavrilo Princip. 

Gavrilo Princip Street and the Zeleni Venac

-
minal activities and unhealthy living standards. Tuberculosis, the disease of the 19th

and early 20th

population died of this disease, but in the milieu of migrants from the Habsburg and 
-

hend and manage this Arrival City. According to historian Dubravka Stojanovic, this 
-

bian state.11

In the trial records Princip and all his accomplices confirmed that they had li-
-

-
-

-
-

10 Basare und Boulevards. Belgrad im 19. Jahrhundert. 
-

Istorija Beograda II

11 Kaldrma i asfalt. Urbanizacija i evropeizacija Beograda 1890-1914.

Srbija i demokratija 
1903-1914 Iza zavese. Ogledi iz 
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-

ambience that Princip decided to take up arms against the Austrians. In the gloomy 

malicious criminals and corrupted army officers. The tuberculosis, the miserable li-

of the Serbian army all added up to the feeling of social marginalization and, even-

demonstrated by a postcard he sent to Sarajevo in 1913 that said: “I flunked, Prin-
12 -

-

tortured politics of central Europe but also to the dismal failure of many European 

13 While the urban planning strategies of the 

-

19th and early 20th century, one being optimistic and the other pessimistic. The latter 

-
-

offered the Princips a chance to raise living standards above the level of perpetual 
rural poverty.

-
-

mic bustle, attracting a lot of fortune-seekers. Unlike their older brothers and fathers, 

12 Mlada Bosna. Sarajevo: Svjetlost, 1954, 143. 
13 Saunders, Arrival City
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most young pupils such as Princip felt part of a larger urban European youth move-

for bigger ideals such as freedom, national self-determination and social equality. 
The fact that they reached for the sky reflected the speed of life, the Zeitgeist’s verti-
go, in the early 20th

-
-
-

choose the path of violence. 

circumstances and had the prospect of a bright future. It must therefore be stated that 
many representatives of the first generation of the Sarajevo gymnasium pupils be-

-

such opportunities may give birth to both great and tragic men.

ancient desire to stand up against alien oppressors.14

-

City.
fin-de-siècle

-

-

14

Primitive Rebels. Studies in Archaic Forms of Social 
Movement in the 19th and 20th Centuries
before the first edition of The Road to Sarajevo
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-
-
-

derstood as a process, rather than a state of disconnection.15

radicalization it is therefore crucial to study the process of his coming-of-age alon-
gside the process of his social migration. 

15

Terrorism and Political Violence 18:4 (2006), 585-601. 

Guido van Hengel, “Up in flames” - Gavrilo Princip and the City
Prilozi • Contributions, 43, Sarajevo, 2014, 89-97


